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(54) Cholesterol sensor and method for producing the same 



(57) A cholesterol sensor facilitating rapid measure- 
ment of serum cholesterol levels is disclosed. The sen- 
sor comprises an electrode system composed of at least 
a measuring electrode and a counter electrode and dis- 



posed on an electrically insulating base plate and a re- 
action layer formed on or in the vicinity of the electrode 
system. The reaction layer contains cholesterol este- 
rase for catalyzing the conversion of cholesterol ester 
into cholesterol, cholesterol oxidase and a surfactant. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to a cholesterol sen- 
sor that facilitates rapid and simplified quantitation of 
cholesterol and cholesterol ester concentrations con- 
tained in a sample with accuracy, and a method for pro- 
ducing the same. 

Proposed conventional system for simplified quan- 
titation of specific components contained in a sample 
without requiring dilution or agitation of sample solution 
includes a biosensor disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open 
Patent Publication Hei 2-062952. 

The biosensor is produced by the steps of forming 
an electrode system comprising a measuring electrode, 
a counter electrode and a reference electrode by screen 
printing or the like on an electrically insulating base 
plate, and disposing thereon an enzyme reaction layer 
containing a hydrophilic polymer, an oxidoreductase, 
and an electron mediator. The enzyme reaction layer 
may further contain a buffer, if necessary. 

Upon dropping aliquots of a sample solution con- 
taining a substrate over the enzyme reaction layer of 
such biosensor, the enzyme reaction layer dissolves, 
causing reaction between the enzyme and the sub- 
strate, and reduction ot the electrode mediator will re- 
sult. Upon completion of enzyme reaction, the reduced 
electron mediator is electrochemically oxidized. The 
concentration of the substrate in the sample solution can 
be determined by measuring the oxidation current value 
at that time. 

Theoretically, this biosensor can be applied in 
measuring various substances if an appropriate enzyme 
of which substrate is the target of measurement is se- 
lected. For example, the use of cholesterol oxidase as 
the oxidoreductase facilitates production of a biosensor 
for measuring serum cholesterol levels. 

However, the serum cholesterol level used as a di- 
agnostic index represents a sum of cholesterol and cho- 
lesterol ester concentrations. Cholesterol ester per se 
can not serve as the substrate for causing oxidation re- 
action by cholesterol oxidase. Therefore, for the meas- 
urement of the serum cholesterol level as a diagnostic 
index, cholesterol ester should be converted to choles- 
terol by some means. Cholesterol esterase is a known 
catalyzing enzyme for this conversion. 

However, the use of cholesterol esterase as the cat- 
alyst for converting cholesterol ester to cholesterol ne- 
cessitates a problem of very slow reaction. 

In view of the problem as discussed above, the 
present invention is aimed at providing a cholesterol 
sensor that facilitates rapid measurement of cholesterol 
level by improving cholesterol esterase activities. 

The present invention provides a cholesterol sensor 
comprising an electrically insulating base plate, an elec- 
trode system having at least a measuring electrode and 
a counter electrode formed on the base plate, and a re- 
action layer formed on or in the vicinity of the electrode 
system, the reaction layer containing cholesterol oxi- 



dase, cholesterol esterase and a surfactant. 

In a preferred mode of the present invention, the 
cholesterol sensor further comprises a cover member 
for forming a sample solution supply pathway for sup- 
s plying a sample solution to the electrode system be- 
tween the cover member and the base plate by being 
integrated with the base plate. 

Basically, the reaction layer preferably has one of 
the three structures as listed below: 

10 

t. The reaction layer has a layer containing a mix- 
ture of various components. 

2. The reaction layer has two layers; a layer con- 
taining cholesterol oxidase and a layer containing 

15 cholesterol esterase and a surfactant. 

3. The reaction layer has two layers; a layer con- 
taining cholesterol oxidase and cholesterol este- 
rase and a layer containing a surfactant for covering 
the former. 

20 

Preferably, in the last -mentioned structure, the layer 
containing cholesterol oxidase and cholesterol esterase 
contains no surfactant. 

In a preferred cholesterol sensor of the present in- 
25 vention, the electrode system comprises silver and car- 
bon for covering the silver. In this configuration, the sur- 
face of the electrode system is preferably coated with a 
hydrophilic polymer. 

The method for producing a cholesterol sensor in 
30 accordance with the present invention comprises the 
steps of: 

forming a hydrophilic polymer layer over an elec- 
trode system composed of silver and carbon that 
35 covers the silver and formed on an electrically insu- 
lating base plate, 

forming an enzyme layer by adding aliquots of a so- 
lution containing only cholesterol oxidase and cho- 
lesterol esterase but no surfactant over the previ- 
40 ously formed hydrophilic polymer layer, lollowed by 
drying, and 

forming a layer containing a surfactant by adding 
aliquots of a solution prepared by dissolving a sur- 
factant in a solvent that would not dissolve the layer 
45 of cholesterol oxidase and cholesterol esterase, 
over the enzyme layer. 

Non-limiting embodiments of the present invention 
will now be described with reference to the accompany- 

50 jng drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a broken oblique perspective view illustrat- 
ing a cholesterol sensor from which a reaction layer has 
been omitted of one example in accordance with the 
present invention. 

55 FIG. 2 is an oblique perspective view showing a 
cover member serving as a cover as well as a spacer of 
the same cholesterol sensor, with an upside down ar- 
rangement of FIG. 1. 
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FIG. 3 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view illustrat- 
ing the vital parts of the same cholesterol sensor 

FIG. 4 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view illustrat- 
ing the vital parts of a cholesterol sensor of another ex- 
ample in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view illustrat- 
ing the vital parts of a cholesterol sensor of still another 
example in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view illustrat- 
ing the vital parts of a cholesterol sensor of still another 
example in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing representative re- 
sponses to standard cholesterol sample solution ob- 
served in a cholesterol sensor of one example in accord- 
ance with the present invention. 

As discussed above, the cholesterol sensor in ac- 
cordance with the present invention comprises a reac- 
tion layer containing cholesterol oxidase, cholesterol es- 
terase, and further a surfactant. 

Upon supply of a sample solution to the reaction lay- 
er, the cholesterol ester contained in the sample solution 
is converted to cholesterol by the catalytic action of the 
cholesterol esterase activated by the surfactant in the 
reaction layer. 

The cholesterol produced from the cholesterol ester 
and the cholesterol originally contained in the sample 
solution are oxidized by the enzyme, cholesterol oxi- 
dase. The resultant oxidation reaction causes move- 
ment of electrons which in turn act to reduce the electron 
mediator. The current values required for oxidizing such 
reduced electron mediator to the original oxidant repre- 
sents the concentrations of cholesterol ester and cho- 
lesterol in the sample solution. 

When a voltage is applied to the measuring elec- 
trode in order to oxidize the electron mediator, oxidation- 
reduction reaction may sometimes occur by the elec- 
trodes of the cholesterol sensor, producing an error in 
the oxidation current value measured. 

In view of the above, although it is preferable to form 
the electrode system from an electrochemically stable 
metal such as platinum, it costs high. Therefore, in pro- 
ducing disposable sensors, it is conventional to assem- 
ble an electrode system by forming a silver electrode 
using a silver paste and subsequently coating it with a 
carbon paste. However, the carbon layer of a carbon 
paste is composed of carbon particles and a binder. This 
structure sometimes permits permeation of a solution 
containing a surfactant between carbon particles. As a 
result, when the reaction layer containing the surfactant 
is dissolved upon addition of a sample solution to the 
reaction layer, the dissolved solution may enter between 
the carbon particles andean contact the silver electrode. 
At that time, if a voltage is applied to the measuring elec- 
trode, the silver electrode will be oxidized and generates 
current, producing a positive error in the current value 
measured. 

In order to suppress such adverse events, there are 
such methods to cover the electrode system with the 



hydrophilic polymer layer or, alternatively, to form the 
surfactant containing layer, spaced apart from the elec- 
trode system. 

The former is considerably effective if the concen- 
5 tration of the hydrophilic polymer is well considered. 
However, since complete blocking of the permeation of 
the surfactant is impossible with this method, the latter 
is considered more desirable. Particularly, in consider- 
ation of highly efficient enzyme reaction and electrode 

io reaction, it is better to form the surfactant containing lay- 
er so as to cover the enzyme layer of cholesterol oxidase 
and cholesterol esterase, and omit the surfactant from 
the enzyme layer. 

In configuring these reaction layers, it is preferable 

is to form the surfactant layer by dissolving a surfactant in 
a solvent that would not dissolve the enzyme layer, and 
subsequently drop the resultant solution over the en- 
zyme layer and dry it. 

In the present invention, Nocardia-derived en- 

20 zymes were used as the cholesterol oxidase and Pseu- 
domonas- or mammalian pancreas-derived enzymes as 
the cholesterol esterase. 

The hydrophilic polymer may be exemplified as car- 
boxymethy I cellulose, polyvinyl pyrrolidone, polyvinyl al- 

25 cohol, water-soluble cellulose derivatives and the like. 
Particularly, ethyl cellulose, hydroxypropyl cellulose, 
gelatin, polyacrylic acid and salts thereof, starch and de- 
rivatives thereof, maleic anhydride and salts thereof, 
polyacryJamide, methacrylic resin, poly-2-hydroxyethyl- 

30 methacrylate and the like can be used in the present 
invention. 

As the electron mediator, potassium ferricyanide, p- 
benzoquinone, phenazine methosulfate, ferrocene and 
the like may be used. The electron mediator is not nec- 

55 essarily an essential requisite, because the oxygen dis- 
solved in a sample solution can be used as the electron 
mediator if the electrode-related segment is formed from 
platinum by a spattering method or the like. In this case, 
the oxygen contained in the substrate solution is re- 

40 duced by enzyme reaction to produce hydrogen perox- 
ide, so that the cholesterol concentration in the sample 
solution can be quantified by detecting the hydrogen 
peroxide produced with the platinum electrode. 

Preferred surfactant may be exemplified as noctyl- 

45 p-D-thioglucoside, polyethylene glycol monodo- 
decylether, sodium cholate, dodecyl-p-maltoside, su- 
crose monolaurate, sodium deoxycholate, sodium tau- 
rodeoxycholate, polyoxyehtylene-p-t-octylphenylether, 
N,N-bis(3-D-gluconamidopropyl)cholamide, N,N-bis 

50 (3-D-gluconamidopropyl)deoxycholamide, and the like. 
In order to improve the catalytic activity of choles- 
terol esterase by adding a surfactant, a combination of 
Pseudomonas-de rived cholesterol esterase with at 
least one surfactant selected from the group consisting 

55 of n-octyl-p-D-thioglucoside, polyethylene glycol mono- 
dodecylether, sodium cholate, dodecyl-p-maltoside, su- 
crose monolaurate, polyoxyehtylene-p-t-octylphe- 
nylether and N, N-bis(3-D-gluconamidopropyl)chola- 
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mide is preferable. 

A similar effect can result from a combination of cho- 
lesterol esterase derived from the pancreas of mam- 
mals such as calf or swine with at least one surfactant 
selected from the group consisting of sodium cholate, s 
sodium deoxy cholate, sodium taurodeoxycholate, N,N- 
bis(3-D-gluconamidopropyl)cholamide, N, N-bis(3-D- 
gluconamidopropyl )deoxychoIamide, polyoxyehty- 
lene-p-t-octylphenylether, polyethylene glycol monodo- 
decylether and sucrose monolaurate. 

The reaction layer of the cholesterol sensor in ac- 
cordance with the present invention preferably includes 
a lipid containing layer formed thereon for facilitating in- 
troduction of a sample solution into the reaction layer. 
The lipid containing layer is however not essential for 
causing the enzyme reaction in the present invention. 
The lipid is preferably phospholipids including lecithin, 
phosphatidyl serine, phosphatidyl ethanolamine and the 
like. More preferable lipids are those with amphiphilic 
property. 

The oxidation current can be measured by either a 
two-electrode system comprising only a measuring 
electrode and a counter electrode or a three-electrode 
system further comprising a reference electrode, in ad- 
dition to the two electrodes. The latter can measure 
more accurately. 

The arrangement of the reaction layer can be mod- 
ified in various ways. In other words, the reaction layer 
can be formed on the electrode system or on a surface 
exposed to the sample solution supply pathway formed 
by the cover member. Alternatively, it can be split into 
two parts, one on the electrode system and the other on 
the cover member. 

In the following, preferred configurations of the cho- 
lesterol sensor in accordance with the present invention 
will be described more specifically, referring to the draw- 
ings. 

FIG. 1 is a broken oblique perspective view of a cho- 
lesterol sensor in accordance with the present invention 
from which the reaction layer has been omitted. Numer- 
al 1 designates an electrically insulating base plate 
made of polyethylene terephthalate. On the base plate 
1 , leads 2 and 3 are formed by screen-printing a silver 
paste. The base plate 1 is then further disposed with an 
electrode system comprising a measuring electrode 4 
and a counter electrode 5 by printing a conductive car- 
bon paste containing a resin binder, and an electrically 
insulating layer 6 by printing an electrically insulating 
paste. The measuring electrode 4 is connected to the 
lead 2 and the counter electrode 5 to the lead 3, respec- 
tively. The electrically insulating layer 6 functions to hold 
constant areas of the exposed segments of the meas- 
uring electrode 4 and the counter electrode 5, while cov- 
ering some parts of the leads. Then, the electrically in- 
sulating layer 1 formed thereon with the electrode sys- 
tem on which a reaction layer is provided in a manner 
as described later, a cover 1 4 having an air vent 16, and 
a spacer 1 3 are adhered to each other in a positional 



relationship as shown by the dotted line in FIG. 1 . In this 
way, a cholesterol sensor can be produced. 

In the cholesterol sensor thus produced, a space or 
cavity for constituting a sample solution supply pathway 
in a slit 1 5 of the spacer 13 can be formed between the 
base plate 1 and the cover 14. Only by simply exposing 
a sample solution to a tip end 18 of the slit 15 serving 
as an opening, the sample solution can be readily 
passed toward the reaction layer through the sample so- 
lution supply pathway. Since the sample supply amount 
depends on the volume of the space formed between 
the cover and the spacer, pre-quantitation of the sample 
solution is unnecessary. In addition, since this configu- 
ration facilitates minima! evaporation of the sample so- 
lution during measurements, the measurement can be 
done with high accuracy. If a transparent polymer ma- 
terial is used for the cover and the spacer, the condition 
of the reaction layer and the process how the sample 
solution is passed through can be observed easily from 
the outside. 

FIG . 2 shows an oblique perspective view of a cover 
member of the same cholesterol sensor in which the 
spacer 1 4 and the cover 14 are overlapped, with an up- 
side down arrangement of FIG. 1 . A space for constitut- 
ing the sample solution supply pathway is formed by in- 
tegrating the cover member with the base plate. Numer- 
al 1 7 designates a surface on the cover side exposed 
to this space. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a structure of cholesterol sensors 
of a first and a second examples in accordance with the 
present invention. 

The cholesterol sensor of the first example compris- 
es the hydrophilic polymer layer 7 formed on the elec- 
trode system and the layer 8 containing enzymes 
formed by dropping aliquots of a solution prepared by 
dissolving those enzymes on the previously formed hy- 
drophilic polymer layer 7, followed by drying. The en- 
zyme layer 8 contains enzymes, cholesterol oxidase 
and cholesterol esterase, and further a surfactant. This 
layer can further contain an electron mediator, if occa- 
sion demands. 

For smooth introduction of the sample solution into 
the reaction layer, a layer 9 containing a lipid is formed 
by dropping a lipid containing solution on the enzyme 
layer 8 and drying it. 

In the absence of agitation in the process of forming 
the enzyme layer 8, the layer 7 containing the hy- 
drophilic polymer is absolutely unlikely to be mixed with 
the enzyme layer 8. As a result, the surface of the elec- 
trode system can be covered with only the hydrophilic 
polymer, without any risk of possible contact with those 
enzymes, surfactant and electron mediator. This elimi- 
nates adverse changes in the performance of the elec- 
trode system due to adsorption of protein onto the sur- 
face of the electrode system, or chemical reaction be- 
tween the electrodes and an oxidizing substance such 
as electron mediator, and a sensor that can respond with 
high accuracy is obtained. 
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• In the cholesterol sensor of the second example, 
the reaction layer 8, which is composed of a layer con- 
taining enzymes and a surfactant in the cholesterol sen- 
sor of the first example, is composed of a layer 8a con- 
taining cholesterol oxidase, cholesterol esterase and s 
further an electron mediator, which is added if occasion 
demands, and a layer 9a containing a surfactant for cov- 
ering the layer 8a. 

The layer 8a and the layer 9a can not be mixed with 
each other in the absence of agitation in the process of io 
forming the layer 9a by dropping a surfactant containing 
solution on the layer 8a, followed by drying. 

For perfect elimination of the possible chance of 
mutual mixing of those two layers, the solvent for dis- 
solving the surfactant should be one, such as 2-propa- is 
nol, which would not dissolve the enzyme layer. Sepa- 
ration of the enzyme layer Irom the surfactant layer sup- 
presses the effect of the surfactant on the electrode sys- 
tem. This structure permits introduction of more sur- 
factant into the surfactant layer. 20 

In this structure, however, since homogeneous mix- 
ing of the enzyme, cholesterol esterase, with the sur- 
factant is difficult upon an approach of the sample solu- 
tion to the reaction layer, the response of the cholesterol 
sensor is slightly inferior compared to the cholesterol 2s 
sensor of the first example. However, the use of a sur- 
factant, such as sodium cholate, which facilitates 
smooth introduction of the sample solution is conven- 
ient, because it omits the process of coating the enzyme 
layer with the lipid layer. 30 

FIG. 4 shows a structure of a cholesterol sensor of 
a third example in accordance with the present inven- 
tion. 

As in FIG. 3, the electrically insulating base plate 1 
is disposed with the leads 2 and 3, the measuring elec- 35 
trode 4, the counter electrode 5, the electrically insulat- 
ing layer 6, and the hydrophilic polymer layer 7. Another 
layer 10 containing cholesterol oxidase is formed by 
dropping a solution containing cholesterol oxidase on 
the hydrophilic polymer layer 7, followed by drying. A 40 
layer 11 that contains cholesterol esterase and a sur- 
factant is further formed on the layer 10 by dropping a 
solution containing these substances on the layer 10, 
followed by drying. Those two layers 10 and 11 are cov- 
ered with the lipid layer 9 as In FIG. 3. 45 

In the structure in which the enzyme layer is com- 
posed of two different layers, that is, the cholesterol ox- 
idase layer 10 and the cholesterol esterase plus sur- 
factant layer 11 , the surfactant can be distributed more 
densely in the vicinity of cholesterol esterase and the so 
catalytic activity of cholesterol esterase is increased. 
This produces an effect of rapid conversion of choles- 
terol ester into cholesterol when a sample solution 
reaches and contacts the reaction layer. 

FIG. 5 shows a structure of a cholesterol sensor of ss 
a fourth example in accordance with the present inven- 
tion. 

As in FIG. 3, the electrically insulating base plate 1 
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is disposed with the leads 2 and 3, the measuring elec- 
trode 4 : the counter electrode 5, the electrically insulat- 
ing layer 6, and the hydrophilic polymer layer 7 in close 
contact with the electrode system. Another hydrophilic 
polymer layer 1 2 is formed on a surface 1 7 of the cover 
exposed to a space for constituting a sample solution 
supply pathway. The cholesterol oxidase layer 10 and 
the cholesterol esterase plus surfactant layer 11 are 
formed on the hydrophilic polymer layer 12. 

By disposing the reaction layer on the surface 17 of 
the cover, it becomes possible to cover the surface of 
the electrode system with a filter, such as a porous poly- 
carbonate film, a polymer gel or the like. The filter is ef- 
fective for preventing the hemocytes from interfering 
with the electrode system. This structure also permits 
positioning of the surfactant layer spaced from the elec- 
trode system, so that the adverse effect of the surfactant 
on the electrode system can be suppressed. 

Positioning of the hydrophilic polymer layer on the 
surface of the cover suppresses separation of the reac- 
tion layer. The hydrophilic polymer layer formed on the 
electrode system suppresses adsorption of enzymes 
onto the electrodes, which is effective for preventing the 
influence of vibration on the measurement. 

FIG. 6 shows a structure of a cholesterol sensor of 
a fifth example in accordance with the present invention. 

As in FIG. 3, the electrically insulating base plate 1 
is disposed with the leads 2 and 3, the measuring elec- 
trode 4 ; the counter electrode 5, the electricaliy insulat- 
ing layer 6, and the hydrophilic polymer layer 7 in close 
contact with the electrode system. Another hydrophilic 
polymer layer 1 2 is formed on the surface 1 7 of the cover 
exposed to a space for constituting a sample solution 
supply pathway. The cholesterol oxidase layer 10 and 
the cholesterol esterase plus surfactant layer 11 are 
formed in the same manner as in FIG. 4, on the hy- 
drophilic polymer layers 7 and 12, respectively. The re- 
action layer formed on the electrode system is covered 
with the lipid layer 9 as in FIG. 3. 

Positioning of the two reaction layers at different 
sites, one proximal to the electrode system and the other 
spaced from the electrode system, increases the 
amount of supported agents, which may result in more 
accelerated enzyme reaction. 

Example 1 

In the present example, a cholesterol sensor as il- 
lustrated in FIG. 3 was produced in the below-men- 
tioned manner. 

First, 5 uJ of an aqueous solutbn of sodium salt of 
a hydrophilic polymer carboxymethyl cellulose (herein- 
after abbreviated to "CMC"; concentration, 0.5 wt%) 
was dropped over an electrode system disposed on the 
base plate 1 , which was then dried in a hot dryer at 50 
°C for 10 min to form the CMC layer 7. Subsequently, a 
Nocardia-derived enzyme cholesterol oxidase (herein- 
after abbreviated to "ChOD") and Pseudomonas-de- 
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rived cholesterol esterase (hereinafter abbreviated to 
"ChE"), an electron mediator potassium ferricyanide, 
and a surfactant n-octyl-p-D-thioglucoside were dis- 
solved in water. The resultant aqueous solution was 
dropped over the previously formed CMC layer 7 and 
dried at 50 °C for 15 min to form the enzyme layer 8. 
Then, 5 uJ of a toluene solution containing phosphatidyl 
choline (concentration, 0.5 wt%) was dropped over the 
enzyme layer 8 and dried to form the lipid layer 9 for 
covering the surface of the enzyme layer 8. 

Finally, the cover 14 and the spacer 13 were ad- 
hered to the base plate 1 in a positional relationship as 
shown by the dotted line in FIG. 1, which gave a cho- 
lesterol sensor of this example. 

To this cholesterol sensor, a cholesterol standard 
solution (3 u,l) containing cholesterol and one kind of 
cholesterol ester, cholesterol linoleate, was supplied 
from an opening 18 of the sample solution supply path- 
way. Nine min later, a pulse voltage of + 0.5 V was ap- 
plied to the sensor toward the anode of the measuring 
electrode with reference to the counter electrode and 
the current value across the measuring electrode and 
the counter electrode was measured after 5 sec. In this 
way, the response of the cholesterol sensor to the cho- 
lesterol standard solution was evaluated. 

Example 2 

In the present example, a cholesterol sensor as il- 
lustrated in FIG. 3 was produced in the below-men- 
tioned manner. 

First, the CMC layer 7 was formed on the electrode 
system in the same manner as in Example 1. Then, a 
mixture solution containing Nocardia-derived ChOD, 
calf pancreas-derived ChE, and potassium ferricyanide 
was dropped over the previously formed CMC layer 7 
and dried in a hot dryer at 50 C for 15 min to form the 
enzyme layer 8a, which was then dropped thereon with 
a 2-propanol solution containing sodium cholate (con- 
centration, 0.5 wt%) and dried to form the surfactant lay- 
er 9a for covering the layer 8a. 

In this way, a cholesterol sensor of Example 2 was 
produced and the sensor response to the cholesterol 
standard solution was evaluated in the same manner as 
in Example 1 . The results are shown in FIG. 7. 

Example 3 

In the present example, a cholesterol sensor as il- 
lustrated in FIG. 3 was produced in the below-men- 
tioned manner. 

First, the CMC layer 7 was formed on the electrode 
system in the same manner as in Example 1 . Then, a 
mixture solution containing Nocardia-derived ChOD, 
Pseudomonas-derived ChE, and potassium ferricya- 
nide was dropped over the previously formed CMC layer 
7 and dried in a hot dryer at 50 °C for 1 5 min to form the 
enzyme layer 8a, which was then dropped thereon with 



an aqueous solution of n-octyl-p-D-thioglucoside and 
dried to form the surfactant layer 9a for covering the lay- 
er 8a. 

In this way, a cholesterol sensor of Example 3 was 
5 produced and the sensor response to the cholesterol 
standard solution was evaluated in the same manner as 
in Example 1. The results are also shown in FIG. 7. 

Example 4 

10 

In the present example, a cholesterol sensor as il- 
lustrated in FIG. 4 was produced in the below-men- 
tioned manner. 

First, the CMC layer 7 was formed on the electrode 
is system disposed on the base plate 1 in the same man- 
ner as in Example 1 . Then, a mixture solution containing 
Nocardia-derived ChOD and potassium ferricyanide 
was dropped over the previously formed CMC layer 7 
and dried to form the ChOD plus potassium ferricyanide 
20 layer 10. Subsequently, a mixture solution containing 
Pseudomonas-derived ChE and n-octyl-p-D-thiogluco- 
side was dropped on the layer 10 and dried at 50 °C for 
15 min to form the layer 11 of ChE and n-octyl-p-D-thi- 
oglucoside. A toluene solution containing lecithin (con- 
25 centration, 0.5 wt%) was further dropped over the layer 
11 and dried to form the lipid layer 9. 

In this way, a cholesterol sensor of Example 4 was 
produced and the sensor response to the cholesterol 
standard solution was evaluated in the same manner as 
30 in Example 1 

Example 5 

In the present example, a cholesterol sensor as il- 

35 lustrated in FIG. 5 was produced in the below-men- 
tioned manner. 

First, the CMC layer 7 was formed on the electrode 
system disposed on the base plate 1 in the same man- 
ner as in Example 1 . At that time, 5 uJ of an aqueous 

40 solution containing CMC (concentration, 0.5 wt%) was 
also dropped over the surface 17 of the cover exposed 
to the space for constituting the sample solution supply 
pathway and dried to form another CMC layer 1 2. Then, 
a mixture solution containing Nocardia-derived ChOD 

45 and potassium ferricyanide was dropped over the CMC 
layer 1 2 and dried to form the ChOD plus potassium fer- 
ricyanide layer 10. Subsequently, a mixture solution 
containing Pseudomonas-derived ChE and n-octyl-p-D- 
thioglucoside was dropped on the layer 10 and dried at 

so 50 °C for 15 min to form the layer 1 1 of ChE and n-octyl- 
p-D-thioglucoside. 

In this way, a cholesterol sensor of Example 5 was 
produced and the sensor response to the cholesterol 
standard solution was evaluated in the same manner as 

55 in Example 1 . 
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Example 6 

In the present example, in place of the layers 1 0 and 
1 1 formed in Example 5, an enzyme layer was formed 
on the CMC layer 12 by dropping thereon a mixture so- s 
lution containing Nocardia -de rived ChOD, potassium 
ferricyanide, Pseudomonas-derived ChE and n-octyl-(5- 
D-thioglucoside, followed by drying. 

In this way, a cholesterol sensor ol Example 6 was 
produced and the sensor response to the cholesterol io 
standard solution was evaluated in the same manner as 
in Example 1. 

Example 7 

15 

In the present example, a cholesterol sensor as 
shown in FIG. 6 was produced. 

First, the CMC layer 7, the layer 1 0 and the layer 1 1 
were formed on the electrode system disposed on the 
base plate 1 in the same manner as in Example 4. Then, 20 
another CMC layer 12, the layer 10 and the layer 11 
were also formed over the surface 1 7 of the cover ex- 
posed to the space for constituting the sample solution 
supply pathway in the same manner as in Example 5. 

In this way, a cholesterol sensor of Example 7 was 2s 
produced and the sensor response to the cholesterol 
standard solution was evaluated in the same manner as 
in Example 1 . 

In all the cholesterol sensors of the above embodk 
ments, the sensor response to the cholesterol standard 30 
solution depicted a satisfactory linear relationship with 
the sum of the molar concentrations of cholesterol and 
cholesterol ester, that is, the total cholesterol concen- 
tration. 

As apparent from FIG. 7, the cholesterol sensor of 35 
Example 2 that uses 2-propanol, which does not dis- 
solve the enzyme layer, as the solvent for dissolving the 
surfactant shows a current value close to 0 mV in re- 
sponse to the cholesterol sample solution at a concen- 
tration of 0 mg/dl, compared to the cholesterol sensor 40 
of Example 3 that uses water, which dissolves the en- 
zyme layer as the solvent for the surfactant. This may 
be because perfect separation of the enzyme layer from 
the surfactant layer in the cholesterol sensor of Example 
2 effectively suppressed the adverse influence of the 45 
surfactant on the electrode system. 

In the above embodiments of the present invention, 
the enzymes that express enzyme activities by media- 
tion of a surfactant can be reacted effectively in a cho- 
lesterol sensor. As a result, a cholesterol sensor which so 
permits short time measurements can be obtained. 

Although the present invention has been described 
in terms of the presently preferred embodiments, it is to 
be understood that such disclosure is not to be interpret- 
ed as limiting. Various alterations and modifications will ss 
no doubt become apparent to those skilled in the art to 
which the present invention pertains, after having read 
the above disclosure. Accordingly, it is intended that the 



appended claims be interpreted as covering all altera- 
tions and modifications as fall within the true spirit and 
scope of the invention. 



Claims 

1. A cholesterol sensor comprising: 

an electrically insulating base plate : 

an electrode system composed of at least a 

measuring electrode and a counter electrode 

and disposed on said base plate, and 

a reaction layer formed on or in the vicinity of 

said electrode system, 

wherein said reaction layer contains cholester- 
ol oxidase, cholesterol esterase and a sur- 
factant. 

2. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 1 , 
further comprising a layer containing a hydrophilic 
polymer formed on said electrode system. 

3. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein a cover member is provided to form a sam- 
ple solution supply pathway for supplying a sample * 
solution to said electrode system between said 
base plate and said cover member by integrating it 
with said base plate, two hydrophilic polymer layers 
are formed, one on a surface exposed to the sample 
solution supply pathway formed by said cover mem- 
ber and the other on said electrode system, and 
said reaction layer is formed on the former hy- 
drophilic polymer layer. 

4. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein a cover member is provided to form a sam- 
ple solution supply pathway for supplying a sample 
solution to said electrode system between said 
base plate and said cover member by integrating it 
with said base plate, two hydrophilic polymer layers 
are formed, one on a surface exposed to the sample 
solution supply pathway formed by said cover mem- 
ber and the other on said electrode system, and 
said reaction layer is split into two segments and 
formed, respectively, on said two hydrophilic poly- 
mer layers. 

5. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said electrode system comprises silver and 
carbon for coating said silver. 

6. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 5, 
wherein said reaction layer comprises two layers, a 
layer containing cholesterol oxidase and cholester- 
ol esterase only omitting a surfactant and a layer 
containing a surfactant and covering the former lay- 
er. 
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7. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said reaction layer comprises a layer con- 
taining a mixture of at least cholesterol esterase and 
a surfactant. 

8. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said reaction layer comprises a layer of 
cholesterol oxidase and cholesterol esterase and a 
layer containing a surfactant and covering the 
former layer 

9. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said cholesterol esterase is a Pseu- 
domonas-derived cholesterol esterase and said 
surfactant is at least one selected from n-octyl-p-D- 
thioglucoside, polyethylene glycol monodo- 
decylether, sodium cholate, dodecyl-p-maltoside, 
sucrose monolaurate, polyoxyehtylene-p-t-octyl- 
phenylether and N,N-bis(3-D-gluconamidopropyl) 
cholamide. 

1 0. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said cholesterol esterase is a mammalian 
pancreas-derived cholesterol esterase and said 
surfactant is at least one selected from sodium cho- 
late, sodium deoxycholate, sodium taurodeoxycho- 
late, N,N-bis(3-D-gluconamidopropyl)cholamide, 
N,N-bis(3-D-gluconamidopropyl)deoxycholamide, 
polyoxyehtylene-p-t-octylphenylether, polyethyl- 
ene glycol monododecylether and sucrose monol- 
aurate. 

1 1 . The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said reaction layer contains an electrode 
mediator. 

12. The cholesterol sensor in accordance with claim 6, 
wherein said layer containing a surfactant has been 
formed by adding aliquots of a solution prepared by 
dissolving a surfactant in a solvent that would not 
dissolve said layer containing cholesterol oxidase 
and cholesterol esterase, followed by drying. 

13. A method for producing a cholesterol sensor com- 
prising the steps of: 

forming an electrode system by printing a silver 
paste on an electrically insulating base plate 
and further printing a carbon paste thereon to 
cover said silver paste, 

forming a hydrophilic polymer layer on said 
electrode system by dropping thereon a solu- 
tion containing a hydrophilic polymer, 
forming an enzyme layer by adding aliquots of 
a solution containing at least cholesterol oxi- 
dase and cholesterol esterase but no surfactant 
over said hydrophilic polymer layer, followed by 
drying, and 



forming a surfactant layer on said enzyme lay- 
er, 

wherein said surfactant layer is formed by add- 
ing aliquots of a solution prepared by dissolving 
5 a su rf actant in a solvent that would not dissolve 

said enzyme layer, followed by drying. 
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